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WISLIFE
The latest news and updates from West Island School's PTA community

Letter from PTA Chair
Dear Parents, Teachers and Students,
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I hope everyone has had a nice term break to relax for a bit, and you are feeling
refreshed for the second half of the term.
The PTA community started the 2018/2019 school year with initiatives geared
towards welcoming the new WIS parents and connecting with them. As part of
these initiatives, we had the New Parents Cocktail Evening and a couple of coffee
mornings for all year group parents. It was very nice to meet the new parents at
school, and to see their interest and enthusiasm to sign up as volunteers to help
out at school and PTA activities. Thank You to all new parent volunteers!
During the second half of the term, we will bring the awaited Comedy Night for
all WIS parents on Thursday 15 November. Bring along your friends and families
for a fun evening at WIS, as we kick off the festive season, and look forward to
another fun filled school year!
The PTA Committee Meeting held in September this year, identified three areas
where we will focus our PTA fund raising efforts. These include Capital Projects
(Swimming Pool Refurbishment and Auditorium Refurbishment); Curriculum
Support (support school and faculties on educational facilities enhancement) and
Well-being (Mindfulness Education for parents, teachers and students).
We have been grateful for having such a strong community at WIS and having an
efficient PTA service system to help students and parents with uniform, school
bus and stationary needs over the years. The PTA values won’t live without every
parent’s support and the dedication from the staff team and the PTA Committee.
I hope, with everyone’s continuous participation, our community will continue to
be as connected and as strong in years to come.
With warmest wishes,
Tiffana Richards, WIS PTA Chair
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Principal's Message
by

Christopher Sammons

Dear Parents,
The term has started well with great thanks to the PTA. Buses
organised, uniform delivered and equipment for sale. Thank
you to them.
The first meeting of the year gave some clarity and time to the
fundraising in the year ahead to support development of our
buildings. The swimming pool has begun the first part of its
renovation with much needed hidden work to the pipes
underneath. From June – Dec 2020, ESF will reconstruct our
changing rooms and modernise the pump room. Our ambition
is to also upgrade the swimming pool surroundings which
have been in place for 25 years now. Given the community
resource that our pool provides, we hope the PTA can assist
with raising sufficient funds to develop the aesthetics so the
pool can remain good for another 25 years.
Similarly, we have asked the PTA to help us improve the auditorium which will be due for development in
two years time. ESF will assist with structural items of flooring and seating, however, our ambition will be
to install a modern sound and lighting system to enable us to maximise the use of our performance space
for curriculum and extra-curricular performances.
As well as ongoing curriculum items, the PTA will also support us in raising funds for our Well-Being
curriculum. Whilst we are already developing approaches to young people through mindfulness, we wish to
share and teach adults about this so that there is a common approach between school and home. Raising
funds for parent classes that run parallel will help
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Finally, our curriculum teams continue to identify teaching resources outside of the main budget which
provide a world class experience to our learners.
It was great to see so many new parents at the New Parents Induction evening in September. The Parent
Partnership was a new initiative to enlist support of parents to specific faculty requests that include
curriculum talks, to admin assistance and work placement opportunities. Thank you to everybody who has
signed up. We will review how this works as the year unfolds.
For now, I hope that you enjoy all that the unfolding term has to offer you.
Kind regards,
Chris Sammons

NEW YEAR 7 PARENTS
EVENING
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PTA Funding - Where does the money go?
The PTA continues to raise funds to benefit the school and students. The following are a few
examples of how the funds have been spent.
The popularity of table tennis has been
growing from year to year at WIS. It is
not uncommon to see queues of students
waiting to play on the tables during
break time and lunch; many only
getting time to hit one or two balls.
However, a new PTA funded table tennis
arrived and has provided to be a huge
success! This all-weather table, allows
for it to remain in place on the third
floor foyer throughout the year; a huge
advantage during the summer humidity
and rain. Mr Chris Head (Teacher of
Individuals and Society)

The new kitchen aids and pasta attachments are wonderful
and allow us to make pasta with much more speed and
accuracy (no need for manual rolling). Our GCSE food classes
have all had a demo and practical, and made fresh pasta sheets
which they made into ricotta and spinach ravioli. We are now
able to be more creative and make all our pasta from scratch
using fresh ingredients. Students have really enjoyed this
process! Going forward in 2019-2020, there could be a great
MYP unit including pasta designing and making. Many thanks
to the PTA for your support in funding the machines.
Ms Helen Revans (Teacher of Food Technology)

The AV Mixer has allowed us to create multi-camera "live" edits
like the Diwali Ball, school plays and musical performances. This
has a positive impact as we are able to create a profile for
the school within the wider school community.
Additionally, each year a group of Year 12 film students has the
opportunity to become part of the production crew in filming
these events. This year, a group of six film students is using the
experience as their CAS project. They will be taking on the
responsibility of learning how to set up and break down the AV
mixer, cameras and cables and also how to operate the mixer and
control the camera crew.
Recording, exhibiting and archiving school events is an
important part of maintaining the school's history and sharing
the wonderful activities that take place with the students, their
parents and the community. Mr Andrew Tranent (Head of IB
Film and Media Studies)
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August Collection - Back to School!
The PTA team had a very busy August with the packing and distribution of the pre-orders and
collection of PTA fees. Thank you to all the families that paid the PTA fees on time and a big thank
you to all the parent and student volunteers who helped during this busy period. We would also like to
thank all the regular volunteers who come in every day to help with the shop during break and lunch.
Please do let us know if you would like to volunteer. We wish everyone a wonderful school year ahead,
and hope all new students and families have settled well to the school.
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Coffee Morning
The PTA hosted a coffee morning on 29 August for new Year 7 parents, and had a fantastic turnout!
It was wonderful to meet so many new parents. Thank you to the PTA Committee for making
delicious goodies. We look forward to seeing new faces at our events, and helping out at the PTA
shop.
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New Parents Cocktail Evening
On Thursday 27 September, the PTA hosted the New Parents Cocktail Evening to welcome all new
parents to WIS, and a chance for them to get to know each other in a relaxed setting. It also gave
parents the opportunity to meet members of the PTA, the School Leadership Team and the School
Council. It was a fun filled evening and we were lucky to have WIS students helping out with the
event. Thank you to all who attended!
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Years 8-11 Parent Coffee Morning
On Monday 8th October the PTA hosted a coffee morning in the new Well Being area for parents
of students in Years 8-11. We had another fantastic turnout and it was a great opportunity for
parents to connect. We hope to see you at coffee mornings in the future.
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Parents Connecting
Dear Parents,
Corporate Sponsorship Program
Over the years the WIS PTA have actively fund-raised and have contributed to many school
projects, both big, eg canteen extension and library upgrade, and small eg specialist equipment
for various faculties.
The school is about to undertake two major refurbishment projects : the upgrading of the
swimming pool and the refurbishment of the auditorium.
The PTA will continue to hold their annual fund raising events ie School fair, Quiz night and
Comedy night; however due to the size of these two projects, we are reaching out for individual
and corporate sponsorship.
If you are interested in exploring ways in which you can contribute and would like more
information, please email either Mahesh, Anne or Jen at the PTA on pta@wis.edu.hk or phone us
at 2816 7222/1.
The PTA Committee

