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WISLIFE
The latest news and updates from West Island School's PTA community
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Letter from Principal

Dear Parents and Teachers,
At the start of this term we set out to provide as much normal routine for young
people as we could. I’m pleased to say that despite a few minor disruptions to
after school activities, we have done that. Tutors have spoken with young people
about things that might worry them and there is a good range of support available
in school for both students and families if it is needed.
The term is speeding through and the PTA continue to provide invaluable support
for us all. We have been delighted with the new build on the fifth-floor recreation
area. New Year 7 parents were the first to use this and there is an evening of
music and celebration coming for all parents before the Christmas break. By end
of Term 2, there will be a fully operational catering outlet installed for students
too. Supported by the PTA, our auditorium will also be completed by Christmas,
with an outstanding lighting and sound system which would not have been
possible without your donations. Watch out for the launch night in January!
Finally, the last few months have been keeping our facilities team busy as we work
towards the next project redeveloping our swimming pool. The PTA donations will
contribute to our changing room redesign and our timing strips. Really amazing to
be able to undertake this investment for the community to last for another 25
years!
And so to recognise the contribution of Anne Mason. I’m not sure that I can sum
up the contribution that Anne has made to West Island in the last 10 years, but
the single word phenomenal still doesn’t quite cover it.
Anne has been an incredible backbone of planning, ideas, feedback, energy,
industry, support, challenge, creativity and – a great deal of fun. I cannot tell you
how many hours over and above that Anne has worked to tirelessly muster people
around events for the good of our community. I will miss her contribution to the
school but know that the strong footprint she leaves behind enables us all to plan
for future success. Anne – you have been amazing and the capacity you have built
into the bricks and the people here will mean that West Island will continue to
succeed because of you. You thoroughly deserve your own time and rest – thank
you for being here and for all that you have given.
And I know the last sentence that Anne would want me to write is this – the
success of the PTA depends on volunteers – so now more than ever, your
contribution would be welcomed. Get out of the stands and onto the field,
everybody has something to offer. Here’s to Anne.
Kind regards,
Chris Sammons

Letter from PTA Chair
Dear Parents and Teachers,
I hope you all have enjoyed half term break. With Horizons Week around the
corner, everyone must be very busy preparing the packing lists to be ready for a
week of new experiences.
The PTA community has been very active this term and hosted a New Parents
Cocktail Reception in September as well as a few coffee mornings. A lovely
opportunity for parents to connect and mingle. For the coming term, we will be
hosting a new event on the 8 November - Music and Arts Festival. It will be a
wonderful evening of music and art, provided by our very own students.
Please bring your friends and family over to share in this joyous evening as all
proceeds will be donated toward the refurbishment of our swimming pool. In
addition, the PTA will also be providing hospitality at our all-time favorite Diwali
Ball and Christmas Gala to celebrate the end of the year.
I would like to say a big thank you to those parents who signed up as volunteers to
help out at various school and PTA activities. We have been very grateful for
having such a strong community at WIS and appreciate the support. I hope, with
everyone's continuous participation, our community will continue to be as
connected and as strong in years to come.
Warmest Regards,
Pearl Lee, Acting Chair

Save the Date - Box of Hope
Looking for parent volunteers on Friday 15 November
at Exchange Square from 1:30-5pm. We are also
collecting new items such as tennis balls, skipping
rope, playing cards, soap, toothbrush, stationary and
soft toys. Please contact the PTA if interested.

Save the Date - Parent Forum
HOW TO TALK TO YOUR TEEN ABOUT SEX
Date: Thursday 28 November
Time: 6:00-8:00pm
Speaker: Valentina Tudose,
Certified Relationship Coach
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We hope you can join our new fundraising event to
support the renovations of the swimming pool
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Cheers to Anne Mason
The entire PTA Community would like to say a big thank you to Anne Mason,
who has worked for the PTA for ten years. Anne's children have all left West
Island and she is ready for her next adventure. Anne has been an integral part
of the PTA from running the raffle, school buses, making her famous mulled
wine, cooking for sports day, and cultivating community contacts. Anne and her
husband George will devote their time between New Zealand, UK and Hong
Kong. Anne will focus on renovating their New Zealand home, traveling and
training for a triathalon. Anne, you will always have a home at the PTA and we
look forward to seeing you at the school fair in March!
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New Year 7 Parents Evening
On Friday 31 May, the PTA welcomed the new Year 7 parents to pick up their uniform
and stationary orders. The parents were able to purchase their child's Dynasty shirts
and pick up their bus passes. It was a busy evening and great to see so many familiar
and new faces.
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New Parents Reception
On Thursday 12 September, the PTA hosted the New Parents Cocktail Evening to
welcome all new parents to WIS. It was a great way for parents to get to know
each other in a relaxed setting. Although it was a hot evening, it was wonderful
to be outside on the fifth floor. It was a fun filled evening and we were lucky to
have WIS students helping and performing. Thank you to all that attended!
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Coffee Morning
The PTA hosted a coffee morning for new Year 7 parents on 23 October. It was
great to meet new parents and see their enthusiasm for the school.

Diwali Evening
The PTA provided hospitality for the Diwali show, which was absolutely amazing!

